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form a natural breakwater, protecting the Pass and channels
leading to it from the violence of the south-west winds.
The South India Railway Company is at the present time
building a viaduct across the Pamban Pass, with an opening
for vessels by means of a Scherzer lifting bridge. The
railway line goes across the island to the extreme point at
Dhanushkodi, and arrangements are being made for a
steamer service to Talemanaar in Ceylon.
The low and swampy Hope Island, situated near one of
the mouths of the Godavari river, is covered with low
jungle, and to a great extent submerged during high tides.
The coral-girt island, called Hare Island, outside which
steamers anchor, is situated 2^ miles from Tuticorin.
Hares and partridges may be shot on it, and sluggish
holothurians (beches-de-mer) collected in abundance at
low-tide.
Sriharikota is a low-lying alluvial island, 35 miles long,
off the Nellore coast, bounded on the east by the Bay of
Bengal, and on the west by Pulicat lake. On the north it
is separated from the mainland by a narrow channel. It is
covered with jungle, and affords an important source of
supply of fuel for firewood, which is transported to Madras
by the Buckingham Canal The island is the head-quarters
of the jungle Yanadis, who are expert sportsmen and
trackers (shikaris), and collect minor forest produce for the
Forest Department.
The alluvial deposit, which forms the island of Vypeen
on the west coast, I4f miles in length, is bounded on the
west by the Arabian Sea, and cut off from the land on the
north, south, and east, by the mouths of the Cranganore
and Cochin rivers, and the backwater. According to
tradition, the island was thrown up in 1341 A.D., and, from
that time, a new era, called the Pudu Veppu, or era of the
new bank, began. The suggestion has been made that the
name Pudu Veppu may commemorate the establishment
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